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Preface

by George Briggs
Executive Director
The North Caroiina Arboretum

estern North Carolina’s

mountains are known world-
wide for their botanical beauty and
diversity, as well as for the many
wonderful handmade crafts that are
borne of the mountain way of life
Quilts, baskets, pottery, furniture,
paper, and fabric are just a few
material objects that cur talented
artisans have produced so beautifully
through the years.

Travelers and residents of the region
‘are less familiar with the long-stand-
ing and close relationship between
crafts and the plants used in their
production. Much of the fiber, color,
and artistic expression of mountain
craft arises from the character and
nature of plants. As the demand for
mountain products has escalated so,
too, has the harvesting of the native
plant life to sustain the industry.

To ensure the availability of these
plant resources to the crafts industry
and to conserve the magnificent
botanical diversity of the region, a
model partnership was formed two
years ago. Becky Anderson, of
‘Handmade in America and Mikki
Sager, formerly of the Conservation
Trust of North Carolina and now at
the Conservation Fund, were key

initiators of the project. Competing
natienally for new Sustainable
Development funding made available
by the Environmental Protection
Agency, this partnership secured one
of ten awards nationwide from more
than 600 applicants,

The Arboretum’s new Heritage
Garden springs from these develop-
ments. Here, citizens can see
first-hand the many plants that sup-
port crafts, understand how they are
grown, prepared and used, and
appreciate their value to the industry.

y replicating these demonstration
dardens, this story of plants
and crafts will be told throughout the
region. As plants for craft production

‘become more widely available

through cammercial means, our
natural plant populations will be
conserved,

The staff of The North Carolina
Arboretum and our partners in crafts
and conservation hope you enjoy the
Heritage Garden and this booklet,
which is intended to enhance your
knowledge of our wonderful
mountain culture and heritage!
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The Partners & Project

The North Carolina
Arboretum

Frederick Law Qlmsted is widely
regarded as the father of
American landscape architecture,
Perhaps his crowning achievement
was his plan, conceived in the
1890, for the grounds and gardens
of the Biltmore Eslate in Asheville.
Olmsted had a further ambition; to
build an arboretum at Biltmore

that would be "finer and more
instructive than any other in the
world." A century later, that vision is
being realized at The North Carolina
Arboreturnm.

A member of the University of North
Carclina system, the Arboretum
spreads over 426 acres within the
Bent Creek Experimental Forest, sur-
rounded by the Pisgah National For-
est. The Arboretum serves as a
regional and international resource
for education, conservation and
enjoyment, hosting a wide variety of
classes and workshops on gardening
and landscaping in western North
Carolina.

HandMade in America

5 a mission to celebrate the
Hand and the HandMade: to nur-
ture the creation of traditional and
contemporary craft; to revere and
protect our resources. and to
preserve and enrich the spiritual,

cultural, and community life of our
region

HandMade in America is an initiative
that focuses on the issue of maintain-
ing and enhancing the region’s
quality of life while broadening its
economic opportunity, Using existing
craft-related resources in the region,
HandMade in America has developed
a 20-year strategic plan that estab-
tishes western North Caraolina as the
geographic center for handmade
objects in America. This plan allows
urban and rural areas to benefit
equally, while bringing together a
unigue collection of entrepreneurs.
small businesses, associations,
educators, regional institutions, and
corporations around a common
theme. These community develop-
ment strategies have created
educational, economic and cultural
projects focused on the region's craft
history, crafis people, and craft
educational institutions.

The Conservation Trust
he Conservation Trust for North
Carolina (CTNC) is a 501(c)(3)

nongrofit land trust and service
center, Established in 1991, CTNC's
mission is unique. Working coopera-
tively with private landowners and
land trusts, CTNC helps communities
integrate economic growth with
protection of important natural
resources.




Dedicated to preserving our state’s
natural and cultural assets, CTNC
educates thousands of citizens about
readily available ways to achieve
financial gain and resource protec-
tion. Their collabarative approach to
land conservation has been well-
received by diverse audiences and
has helped build constituencies that
support protection of important
natural resources.

The Conservation Fund

The Conservation Fund is a
national, nonprofit organization
that secks sustainable conservation
solutions for the 218t century.
emphasizing the integration of
ecenemic and environmental goals.
Through real estate (ransactions,
demonstration projects, education,
and community-based activities, the
Fund designs long-term innovative
measures to conserve land and water
resources. A primary goal of the
Conservation Fund is [0 promote sus-
tainable development in
communities nationwide while
retaining and enhancing their
cultural heritage and sense of place.
This means creating or expanding a
community’s economic base without
destroying its natural or historical
surroundings. Since its inception, the
Fund has forged partnerships 1o
protect America’s irreplaceable out-
door heritage. a tangible legacy of
future generations.

Hentage Garden
Background

In 1997 the North Carolina Arbore-
tum began to plan and develop a
demonstration garden showcasing
plants used in the multi-million
dollar craft industry of Western
North Carolina. Areas of craft for
representation in this garden include:
dye making from plants, basket
making, hand paper making and
broom making.

Phase One of the project establishes
plants in an existing garden, and
beyond it in raised bed gardens. The
Phase Two development will include
the construction of four architectural
elements, allowing the garden to
function as an outdoor classroom.
Research information and interpreta-
tion on plant culture, yields and
garden establishment will be an
outgrowth to the regional craft
COMITUnICY.

he purpase of this project is to

develop a community putreach
program and publication to educate
and inform the WNC craftspeople,
entrepreneurs and communities
about the integrated economic and
environmental protection
opportunities of natural materials
gardens. This simple “how-to’
manual provides information on
economic and environmental bene-
fits, and guidelines for developing
individual gardens for schools, small




businesses, communities, and indi- schools, individual artists and artist
vidual home sites for family farms. groups. agricultural producers and
To that end this booklet addresses interested gardeners,

broad user groups including schools,

community colleges, articraft

Look for these symbols to identify the plants used
mn each of the traditional crafts:

Dye making is a prehistoric
craft refined through the ages
inito art and industry. Over ffty
dye plants are growing in the
- Hentage Garden. Featured are Z\
Apalachian native plants like :
- bloodroot alongside ancient pee ﬂlﬂlllllﬁ
historic dye plants like indigo.

- Basket making is a traditional craft with both func-
ﬁnnal and decorative uses. Come explore the plants
Md\e Southern Appalachian region that continue
l @hused in both constructing the basket and dyeing
B ﬁbasket making materials.

ﬁel?%s colanial
=ricans fashioned broom
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uons of hand
";ﬂu king are rooted in
13 as ear]yas 150n.c. and spread to Europe
a by the 1690's, By 1890, a
ed Industry was producing
de paper, Today. hand papermaking finds
1in many artistic forms.







